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The semester is halfway over 

and Kappa Psi has been very 

busy.  The month of October is 

always an exciting one.  The 

chapter began pledging, cele-

brated Halloween, and had its 

Fall Province meeting in Mor-

gantown, WV.  We began the 

month with our induction cere-

mony where we welcomed 33 

new pledges to the fraternity.   

We would like to congratulate 

the FPC ’09 Members: 

Hannah Allegretto, Tony Amos, Allison As-

tor, Alexa Benner, Luke Berenbrok, Natalie 

Capozzolo, Timmy Cook, Hannah Duttenhoef-

fer, Chelsea Fitzgerald, Courtney Herman, 

Nick Hunsinger, Jessica Janda, Julie Jean, 

Desiree Kosmisky, Allie Lazar, Alicia Lichvar, 

Zarah Mayewski, Elizabeth McCartney, Lind-

say McCartney, Laura Mincemoyer, Brian 

Park, Kajal Patel, Theresa Penatzer, Sarah 

Rindfuss, Maggie Ryan, Ruth Seiffert, Josh 

Titus, Sam Turk, Joey Vernon, Elyse Weitz-

man, Kaitlyn You, Kayleigh Ziska 

Kappa Psi took the time to celebrate fall with a 
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bobbing for apples competition at our house.  

Although the water was cold, the brothers 

still dunked their heads to take part in a great 

fall festivity.  We also took our annual trip to 

Fright Farm in Connellsville, PA to celebrate 

Halloween as a fraternity.  Only one car got 

lost on the way, but we were all able to 

gather at our VIP tent for s’mores and other 

treats before taking a hayride to the haunted 

house.  The trip is always an exciting one 

full of scary memories and lasting bonds! 

The end of October brought a Halloween 

celebration in Morgantown, WV as many 

brothers made the short trip south for our fall 

Province meeting.  We enjoyed a weekend of 

getting to know brothers from other schools in 

our Province and taking part in meetings to de-

cide important fraternity matters.  The chapter 

had a great showing in Morgantown and couldn’t 

wait for the announcement of Chapter of the 

Year.  Everyone will have to wait to hear if Beta 

Kappa won the honor, as the announcement will 

come after this article is printed!   

Kappa Psi wishes everyone an exciting end to 

the semester.  We can’t wait to see what else is in 

store for us the rest of the year! 
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APhA-ASP Gears Up for MRM and More 

By Alexa Ray 

 

Midterms are winding down and the 

end of the semester is in sight…finally!  

As we face one more month of classes 

before finals start to take their toll, I 

hope you will consider taking advantage 

of some of the great opportunities APhA

-ASP is bringing to our school. 

A group of Pitt students will be travel-

ing to Rutgers University November 6-

8th for the Region 2 Midyear Regional 

Meeting of APhA-ASP.  This regional 

meeting always proves to be a source of 

great ideas for our ASP chapter as well 

as an opportunity for successful net-

working with members of other ASP 

chapters in our region.  We hope that 

some of the innovative ideas we dis-

cover at Rutgers will prove to be valu-

able to our chapter in the spring semester 

and the coming year. 

The annual Career Expo at the School 

of Pharmacy will take place Wednesday, 

November 11th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. and will provide students from all 

classes with the chance to meet repre-

sentatives of many companies, hospitals 

and residency programs and learn more 

about post-graduation opportunities.  Stu-

dents interested in company interviews can 

sign up for afternoon time slots, while 

those just interested in mingling with com-

pany representatives can visit booths dur-

ing the expo.  Please contact me with any 

questions. 

Last but not least, Pharmacy Weeks will 

take place January 11th-20th, 2010!  There 

are a lot of great events in the works, in-

cluding the annual No-Talent Talent Show, 

the PLS Charity Auction, KY/PDC foot-

ball game, Tucci Lecture, and of course the 

ASP Formal.  Our Social Chair, Natalie 

Pappas, is hard at work planning for the 

two weeks of great events.  If your organi-

zation wants to participate in Pharmacy 

Weeks by planning an event, contact Nata-

lie at natalie.l.pappas@gmail.com. 

APhA-ASP wishes you a happy and suc-

cessful end to the semester, and we en-

courage you to get involved in all of the 

great student opportunities throughout the 

school.  If you have any questions about 

ASP activities, projects, or events through-

out the year, feel free to get in touch with 

any of the ASP Executive Board Members. 

PLS Updates 

By Anastasia Elmiger 

 

PLS is pleased to be participating in 

the national PLS challenge to imple-

ment a project that smoothes the transi-

tion from being student leader to a pro-

fessional. PLS is currently generating 

ideas and is excited for the possibili-

ties! 

The P1 mentoring program is still 

going strong. P2s will also be included 

in the next event, where P3 PLS mem-

bers will instruct the underclassmen on 

how to use and develop their portfo-

lios. 

The Annual PLS Auction will be 

held Thursday January 14, 2010 at the 

Wyndam Hotel in Oakland. PLS is 

thrilled to have Dr. Fabian and Dr. 

Benedict as co-Master of Ceremonies. 

Stay tuned for more details! 

PLS would also like to thank Rho 

Chi for selecting an excellent speaker 

for the second Professional Lecture 

Series. The next lecture series will be 

held on November 18th. As always, 

lunch will be provided. 

Raise Awareness for Diabetes—Wear Light Blue on November 13! 

By Summer Stairs 

 

The world is raising awareness 

about diabetes Saturday, November 

14th. Here at the School of Pharmacy 

we will be echoing the world move-

ment by wearing the designated dia-

betes color of light blue on Friday, 

November 13th.  This day will serve 

as the kick-off for the ASP Patient 

Care Committee’s Operation Diabetes 

spring semester project. 

The project this year will target fac-

ulty and staff from lower campus. 

Pharmacy students will be working 

closely with program participants to 

help prevent diabetes and other re-

lated diseases. As future pharmacists, 

you will help motivate, educate, and 

support faculty to take a step towards 

better health. Be on the lookout for 

ways to get involved.   

I challenge the entire 

pharmacy school fac-

ulty, staff, and stu-

dents to wear a light 

blue shirt on Friday, 

November 13th. All 

students will receive a 

prize, but as an extra 

incentive, the class 

wearing the most blue 

will be rewarded with 

breakfast on Monday, 

November 16th. Mem-

bers of the ASP Patient Care Committee 

will be coming into each class at 9am to 

take a count, so make sure to be in class 

if you want to help your class win.  

mailto:natalie.l.pappas@gmail.com
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Viruses and Cancer: What’s the Link?  

By: Gerard Mascara & Eric Gardner 

Rho Chi Society, Alpha Omicron 

Chapter 

 

Note: This is the inaugural Rho Chi entry into 

the Infectious Diseases Blog.  Please visit the 

blog website to post commentary on this and 

other blog entries!  

 

http://rxweb.pharmacy.pitt.edu/groups/
infectiousdiseasesblog/blog/ 

 

Today, Gardasil® (Merck) is rou-

tinely administered to young women 

to prevent infection from human 

papilloma virus (HPV).  Pitt phar-

macy students fortunate enough to 

see Dr. Schiff’s vivid photos of acute 

infection with HPV may feel that 

prevention of these disfiguring geni-

tal warts be reason enough to initiate 

a widespread vaccination campaign 

against the virus.  Yet we know the 

vaccine’s true indication is to prevent 

the leading cause of cervical cancer... 

but what on earth do viruses have to 

do with cancer?  

At the University of Pittsburgh 

School of Pharmacy, one of the ma-

jor historical links between viruses 

and cancer hits very close to home 

(yes, we sometimes do feel as if we 

live in Salk hall).   

The Salk inactivated polio vaccine, 

which was hugely successful in pre-

venting polio, was found to be con-

taminated with Simian Virus 40 

(SV40) several years after it had al-

ready been administered to millions 

of Americans.  The further observa-

tion that SV40, a “monkey virus” 

which infected the rhesus kidney 

cells in which the vaccine was pro-

duced, caused transformation of sev-

eral nonhuman cell lines into cancer-

ous cells caused great alarm and led 

to intense study of the link between 

cancer and the virus, and the possible 

ramifications of exposure.   

While the jury is still out (and most 

likely is out for good) on whether or 

not this contamination led to an in-

creased rate of cancer in exposed indi-

viduals, scientists’ intense scrutiny of 

the virus contributed to the discovery 

of one of the archetypical tumor sup-

pressors, the retinoblastoma (Rb) pro-

tein.   

The SV40 viral protein dubbed “large 

T antigen” inactivates Rb, thereby miti-

gating its critical role in cell cycle 

regulation.  Loss of Rb-mediated cell 

cycle control can lead to enhanced pro-

liferation and, when combined with 

additional cumulative genetic or epige-

netic changes, can lead to overt cancer.   

While issues of infectivity and trans-

missibility may hamper SV40’s contri-

bution to the development of human 

cancers, the role of HPV in causing 

human cervical cancer has been estab-

lished with much more certainty.   

Interestingly, HPV also encodes a 

viral protein named E7 which inacti-

vates the Rb tumor suppressor and 

gives infected cells a growth advan-

tage, ultimately leading to cervical can-

cer in a fraction of infected individuals.   

Thus, while a vaccine to “prevent all 

cancers,” may be unrealistic at this 

point in time, when we consider the 

multitude of ways cancers emerge in 

the human body, it can be appreciated 

that we have been able to develop sev-

eral vaccines against specific, known 

etiologic agents. 

A detailed counseling session on the 

importance of mitigation of Rb tumor 

suppressor function in the biology of 

cervical cancer would not be an effec-

tive way to convince a teenage girl to 

receive the vaccine; however, we do 

feel that an appreciation of some key 

historical events leading to the discov-

ery of the Rb tumor suppressor and the 

molecular link between HPV and cervi-

cal cancer is valuable information for 

all pharmacists.  

Other than discussing molecular biol-

ogy, what strategies would you employ 

to convince women to receive the HPV 

vaccine? On another note, contamina-

tion of the polio vaccine led to a great 

deal of negative press about the safety 

of vaccinations.  In more recent times, 

worries about safety ranging from au-

tism to Guillain-Barré Syndrome have 

caused patients and their caregivers to 

refuse vaccination.   

How would you try to convince these 

patients that the benefits of vaccination 

outweigh the potential risks? 

 

 
1Fisher SG, Weber L, Carbone M. Cancer risk 

associated with simian virus 40 contaminated 

polio vaccine. Anticancer Res. 1999;19(3B):2173

-80. 

Electron micrograph of human papillomavirus (HPV). 

Courtesy of NCI. 1986. 
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Lambda Kappa Sigma Welcomes New Members 

By Hoi Yee Lung 

 

First and foremost, the Delta Chapter 

of Lambda Kappa Sigma would like to 

welcome our new members: Sarah 

Brinley, Kristen James, Maria Kane, 

Indrani Kar, Nicole Kovacic, Heather 

Lezanic, Kelly Luzi, Erika Morgan, 

Jenn Plank, Glenna Shutzberg, Kailey 

Troutman and Katrina Zook! We are 

extremely happy to have this enthusiastic 

group of girls join our organization and to 

begin the busy months ahead. 

Beginning the new member period at 

the Pinning Ceremony on October 7th, 

LKS has planned many activities to unite 

new members and sisters, including the 

Family Dinner held at Salk Hall. In the 

spirit of sisterhood, the dinner including 

pasta, salad and desserts were served fam-

ily style and were shared over conversa-

tions and sister interviews. The annual 

scavenger hunt held on October 21st al-

lowed sisters to team up and drive around 

the Southside, Waterfront and Oakland 

collecting as many objects and group pic-

tures as possible. All the clever riddles 

and clues were related to the city and the 

School of Pharmacy. Everyone had an 

amazing time in the friendly competition 

and congratulations to the winning team 

of P1s and P2s! Over the next month, 

there will also be several Sister Lunches 

so that both current and future sisters may 

become more acquainted with one an-

other.  

The Founder’s Day Ceremony was 

also held on Sunday, October 18th. This 

was a great opportunity for the sisters to 

share in a 

very special 

ceremony to 

commemorate 

our organiza-

tions and its 

roots. The 

event featured 

Heather 

Derby, an 

LKS alumna 

and current 

UPMC phar-

macist, as 

well as a pot-

luck dinner.  

In addition 

to the profes-

sional event 

series, the sisters focused on the importance 

of clean communities by participating in the 

“Adopt-a-block” program in Oakland on 

Saturday, October 17th and 24th.  The Delta 

Chapter is getting involved with the Greater 

Pittsburgh Community Food Bank to help 

gather food and funds and to volunteer at 

soup kitchens to feed needy families. Along 

with PDC, we will be hosting a class com-

petition to collect the most non-perishable 

items until November 13th. Collection bins 

will be in the PCLC and on the 9th floor, and 

as an extra motivation, the winning class 

will receive a bagel breakfast! 

The annual LKS clothing sale and Yan-

kee Candle® sale just drew to a close and 

both were a huge success as always. Thank 

you to everyone who participated in our 

fundraisers!  

We will be collaborating with Duquesne 

University over the next year to plan LKS’s 

2010 Biennial Convention hosted here in 

Pittsburgh! We are working hard to make 

the convention a memorable experience and 

to introduce national and international sis-

ters to the City of Champions. Also, the 

sisters are looking forward to the annual 

LKS/PDC formal which will be held on 

November 6th at the Pittsburgh Athletic As-

sociation. This event is always one of the 

highlights of the semester! 

From all of us at LKS, have a happy and 

safe Thanksgiving! 

Lambda Kappa Sigma’s Newest Members 

 

Meet the P1’s Sveta Vizelman 

 

Hometown: Cleveland, 

Ohio 

Favorite Part of phar-

macy School: Lunch  

Favorite Sports Team: 

Cleveland Cavaliers 

                          Interesting Fact: Speaks Russian 

Jeff Moyle 

Hometown: Sayre, PA 

What he did this sum-

mer: Worked at Kmart 

Pharmacy 

Favorite TV Show: Dead 

Like Me 

Favorite Sports Team: 

Pitt Panthers 

Ben Albert 

 

Hometown: Clear-

field, PA 

Favorite part of 

pharmacy school: 

the diverse group 

of people 

Interesting Fact: “I love to hunt” 

Favorite Quote: “Rule #32: Enjoy the little 

things of life” -Zombieland© 
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A Day in the Life...   

By Christina Martin 

 

In September 2009, I had a unique 

opportunity to complete a rotation at 

the American Society of Health-

System Pharmacists Headquarters in 

Bethesda, MD. Bethesda is the first 

metro stop on the Red Line outside of 

Washington, D.C. This elective rota-

tion was in national organization man-

agement. My experience was focused 

in the Pharmacy Student Forum (PSF) 

and working with my preceptor, 

Marni Lun, who is the Director of the 

PSF.  

I was given two projects to work on 

during my rotation. The first was to 

create three PowerPoint presentations 

for Student Societies of Health-

System Pharmacy (SSHP) to use. The 

second was to revise the content and 

appeal of the SSHP web pages. In be-

tween working on the projects and col-

laborating with the web designers, I at-

tended the weekly staff meetings and 

Office of Member Relations meetings. I 

even led my own meeting with the Stu-

dent Taskforce Group. While at ASHP, 

I had the opportunity to meet influential 

persons like Richard Talley (Editor-in-

Chief of AJHP), Dr. Henri Manasse 

(Executive VP and CEO of ASHP), and 

Lynnae Mahaney (ASHP President).  

On the last day of my rotation, I par-

ticipated in Legislative Day on Capitol 

Hill. I joined other ASHP-member phar-

macists from Pennsylvania to meet with 

representatives from the offices of Sena-

tor Bob Casey, Jr. and Senator Arlen 

Specter.  At these appointments, we ad-

vocated for three issues: (1) Recognition 

of pharmacists as non-physician provid-

ers, (2) Restoration of funding for PGY-

2 residencies and (3) Inclusion of phar-

macists in Loan Forgiveness. I antici-

pate completing a 2 year Pharmacy Ad-

ministration/MS Residency program, so 

advocating for the restoration of PGY-2 

funding is near and dear to my heart. 

You can see the fruits of my rotation 

labor at www.ashp.org/sshp. If you have 

an interest in pharmacy management, or 

want to get involved with ASHP as a 

student, feel free to contact me, Chris-

tina Martin, cym2@pitt.edu. Good luck 

with the rest of the semester! 

...of a P4 on Rotation at the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) 

IPSF Updates 

By Alexa Ray 

 

IPSF is excited to announce our spring 

semester Medical Spanish classes!  These 

classes are open to any pharmacy students 

interested in learning some basic conver-

sational Spanish, as well as to those with 

previous experience wishing to re-

familiarize themselves with the language.  

They will be one-hour-long classes, held 

once weekly over a six-week period in 

January and February 2010 (exact dates, 

times, and location will be forthcoming).  

Students who are not currently included 

on the IPSF mailing list and are interested 

in more information should e-mail me at 

alexajray@gmail.com and I will provide 

you with more information as it becomes 

available. 

As for the rest of the fall semester, we 

are proud to sponsor two exciting upcom-

ing events.  On Tuesday November 10th, 

P-4 Yardlee Kauffman will be visiting the 

school for a lunch lecture hosted by IPSF 

in 402 Salk, during which she will be 

sharing her experience spending five 

weeks in Ireland as an elective P-4 rotation.  

Any students interested in learning about 

pharmacy abroad, setting up international P-

4 rotations, or just hearing about a unique 

experience are encouraged to attend!  Light 

refreshments will be provided. 

On Tuesday, December 1st, we will be 

collaborating with SNPhA to host new clini-

cal faculty member Dr. Ryan Shields for a 

World AIDS Day celebration and fund-

raiser.  A generous lunch will be provided 

for a suggested donation, and attendees will 

learn about the medical, personal, and social 

implications of the worldwide HIV/AIDS 

epidemic from this engaging speaker. 

The IPSF meeting will be on Friday, No-

vember 20th from 12-1 in the PCLC.  Stu-

dents interested in helping with the Medical 

Spanish classes, planning a Pharmacy 

Weeks event, or just getting involved for the 

spring semester are invited!  Feel free to e-

mail me if you have questions about any of 

IPSF’s activities or projects. 

AMCP News 

By Nick Casale 

 

AMCP is excited about its second "Open 

House" for career opportunities in managed 

care on Thursday, November 19th between 

12:00pm-1:00pm in room 457 Salk Hall. 

Lunch will be provided for all those that at-

tend. Companies that will be on hand will 

include: CVS/Caremark, UPMC Health Plan, 

Highmark, Gateway, and many more! Please 

come out to the event to hear what it is like in 

the day in the life of a managed care pharma-

cist. There will be many opportunities to make 

some connections for internships and jobs! 

   AMCP's Annual P&T competition will also 

take place in the middle of the spring semes-

ter. If you want to form a team or have interest 

in the competition and what it involves, I 

strongly recommend the P&T Competition 

information session on Thursday, December 

3rd. Please look on the Student Portal for 

room information. If you win the competition 

at Pitt, you will be in the running to place na-

tionally The Top 8 nationally receive travel 

grants to the AMCP National Convention in 

San Diego, CA this April. I hope to see every-

one at the events! 

http://www.ashp.org/sshp
mailto:cym2@pitt.edu
mailto:alexajray@gmail.com
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SNPhA Updates 

By Ijeoma L. Odigwe 

 

On October 22, 2009, SNPhA held 

a Lower Campus General Body meet-

ing with guest speaker, Dr. Sharon 

Conner, PharmD. Dr. Conner has be-

come an active leader for various 

community service activities and pro-

jects found on campus and in our 

Pittsburgh community. Some of the 

service projects that she presented and 

urged Pitt undergraduate and graduate 

students to take part in included the 

“Health Care for the Homeless Pro-

gram,” the “Program for Health Care 

to Undeserved Populations,” Opera-

tion Safety Net, and volunteer/

outreach opportunities at the North 

Side Christian Health Center. 

Dr. Conner specializes in providing 

medical aid and representation for the 

populations in society that generally 

lack most forms of health care due to 

financial difficulties and other re-

straining circumstances in their lives. 

Her presentation stressed on how vital 

it was for students 

like ourselves to take 

action in helping 

those people that are 

in need of medical 

attention. Further-

more, she stressed on 

the need for volun-

teers in many of the 

programs that she 

was currently initiat-

ing. 

That being said, 

SNPhA urges you to 

do your part in serv-

ing the community. 

There are countless service opportuni-

ties that are available within the Pitts-

burgh area that are in need of your help. 

It is never too late to volunteer, and not 

only do you gain the satisfaction of 

serving others, but you ultimately bring 

aid to many people that are in dire need 

of it. Through our major service com-

mittees, SNPhA too is taking strides to 

serve our public and those in need. 

Good luck in your service, may you find 

many ways to help our society in the 

future. 

Updates from Your Class Presidents…. 

P1 Class Updates 

By Alicia Lichvar 

The P1 class is currently preparing for a 

wave of exams, a bombardment of busy-

work assignments, and the slowly approach-

ing Thanksgiving Break. While the dread of 

another set of exams looms, our class has 

started rotating through Falk Pharmacy as 

well as several other community sites within 

the area to gain a basic knowledge of how 

pharmacies operate.  

While the first semester has been busy, we 

have initiated some promising fundraisers for 

the class. First, we are having a clothing sale 

that includes a t-shirt designed be the P1’s 

very own Jeffrey Moyle, a throw-back classic 

Pitt Pharmacy baseball shirt, and a fleece 

embroidered half-zip. In addition, the P1 

class is working at Steelers’ game December 

20th for their second slated fundraiser of the 

year, which promises to be a memorable, 

worthwhile experience!  

In other news, the P1 class recently partici-

pated in American Pharmacy Educator Week 

by attending several faculty presentations and 

activities that showcase the variety and po-

tential within the profession of pharmacy. 

With Thanksgiving several weeks away, it 

appears that everything appears to be running 

smoothly for our first semester! 

 

P2 Class Updates 

By Adam Martin 

P2s are coming out of our second major wave 

of examinations, and looking forward to 

Thanksgiving with family & friends. 

 

P3 Class Updates 

Mike Smith 

"24 days for some (19 for others) and a few 

finals.  Doesn't sound like much, and with 

rotations on everyone's mind, we are defi-

nitely seeing the light at the end of the tun-

nel.  Off rotation selection is soon upon us, 

with electives next, followed by the rotation 

spin early next semester.  P3 life is good." 

P4 Class Updates 

By Katherine Radzevick 

With rotation #5 coming to a close and eight 

students completing their PharmD Seminar 

resentations each week of the fall semester, the 

P4 students are finally realizing how quickly 

the last year of pharmacy school flies by.  The 

main topics of discussion among classmates 

concern career and after-graduation plans, 

which provides a great basis for the need our 

novel upcoming event.  October 30th marks the 

date for the first ever "Mock Reception."  This 

is a venue 

for the P4 students to learn tips on how to inter-

view, network and feel comfortable introducing 

themselves in a reception-style setting. We are 

looking forward to this outstanding opportunity 

to interact with faculty and alumni and practice 

this valuable skill set before the upcoming Ca-

reer Expo in November and Midyear in Las 

Vegas in December. 
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Rho Chi Updates 

By Morgan Adams 

 

Rho Chi members continued to stay 

busy through the month of October 

with service projects. This month’s 

health talk at the Salvation Army fea-

tured hypertension, and next month’s 

topic has been set as hepatitis. Addi-

tionally, the Rho Chi tutoring pro-

gram for P1 and P2 students contin-

ued throughout the month. Contact 

Ashley (amt37@pitt.edu) or Eric 

(eeg7@pitt.edu) if you are still inter-

ested in the tutoring services. Mark 

your calendars for the Rho Chi and 

ASDA (American Student Dental As-

sociation) blood drive to be held on 

Wednesday, December 2nd from 11-5 

in the PCLC. Anyone who donates 

will be entered in a raffle for a gift 

card! 

This month, Rho Chi members Jerry 

and Eric began the organization’s 

monthly contributions to the infec-

tious disease blog set up by Dr. Po-

toski. Look for articles each month in 

Pitt capsule and on the blog (http://

rxweb.pharmacy.pitt.edu/groups/

infectiousdiseasesblog/blog/).  

On Wednesday, October 21st, Rho Chi 

sponsored a lunch for the Professional 

Lecture Series with PLS that featured 

Zachary Marcum, PharmD, a T32 Post-

doctorate Geriatric Fellow, Division of 

Geriatric Medicine, Master in transla-

tional research, who highlighted fellow-

ships, pharmacy residencies and the chal-

lenges of geriatric research. Thank you to 

all that attended! 

Finally, Rho Chi would like to thank 

everyone for supporting Rho Chi through 

the purchase of business cards and lab 

cards. These will be available for distri-

bution in the upcoming weeks. 

 
 

Rho Chi Student of the Month—Michael Smith 

Michael Smith—P3 

 

Rho Chi would like to congratulate Mike 

Smith for being selected as the October 

Student of the Month. Mike was nominated 

by his peers because he is a dedicated 

member of many school organizations and 

because he is also committed to the growth 

of our profession. 

Mike is involved in several professional 

organizations including APhA-ASP, Kappa 

Psi, PPA, PSHP, and PLS, where he serves 

as the current president. He is also a part of 

the Information Technology Committee 

and the Dean's Advisory Board. Along 

with being a member of all of these organi-

zations and groups, Mike has also served as 

the president (a.k.a. "Class Captain") for 

the Class of 2011 for all three years, keep-

ing his fellow classmates up-to-date with 

his traditional weekly emails, while saving 

many in the process. Throughout the first 

two and a half years of his pharmacy edu-

cation, he has proved to be a great repre-

sentative for both the P3 class and the 

School itself. Mike is a great example of 

what it means to be a professional student 

pharmacist, so if you see him in the hall-

ways of Salk, be sure to congratulate Mike 

on being selected as October's Student of 

the Month. 

To nominate a fellow student or for ques-

tions about the SotM, please e-mail 

wec15@pitt.edu 

By Taylor Miller 

 

Residencies, Residencies, Residencies… 

In the spirit of residencies, and in prepara-

tion for WPSHP’s fall residency showcase 

in November and ASHP’s national resi-

dency showcase in December, residencies 

are PSHP’s focus for the month.  With an 

increasingly greater emphasis being placed 

on completing a residency, appropriate 

preparation is more critical than ever.  Our 

November 3 meeting was devoted entirely 

to the topic of residencies, with a panel of 

pharmacy practice residents and pharmacy 

management residents joining our meeting 

to discuss various elements of their resi-

dency experience. 

For students interested in learning more 

about residencies in general, PSHP would 

encourage you to attend WPSHP’s phar-

macy residency showcase on Thursday, 

November 5 from 4:30-6:30 PM at Du-

quesne University.  Modeled after ASHP’s 

national residency showcase, WPSHP’s 

event will have representatives from over 20 

“local” residency programs, including repre-

sentatives from Pennsylvania, Ohio, West 

Virginia, and Virginia.  This event will be 

an opportunity to gather information and 

learn about several residency programs as 

well as network with current preceptors and/

or residents from these locations.  If you 

want to learn more about various residency 

programs but are unable to make it to the 

national residency showcase at ASHP’s 

Midyear Clinical Meeting, this local resi-

dency showcase is the place for you! Con-

tact Taylor (tjm33@pitt.edu) or Morgan 

(mba13@pitt.edu) for more information. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!: PSHP 

will be hosting our first Lunch & Learn ses-

sion of the year on Tuesday, November 17 

at noon in room 457.  Carol Hurley and 

Gary McGovern of Hurley Associates will 

be presenting a lecture on a financial topic 

of particular interest to our current and fu-

ture financial health. Lunch will be pro-

vided! Also, join us for our next organiza-

tional meeting on Tuesday, December 1st at 

noon in the PCLC.  Rachel Anderson, a 

clinical pharmacist that practices in a unique 

community-based patient care setting will 

be joining us to discuss a unique area of 

pharmacy practice under the health-system 

umbrella. 

PSHP News 

mailto:amt37@pitt.edu
http://rxweb.pharmacy.pitt.edu/groups/infectiousdiseasesblog/blog/
http://rxweb.pharmacy.pitt.edu/groups/infectiousdiseasesblog/blog/
http://rxweb.pharmacy.pitt.edu/groups/infectiousdiseasesblog/blog/
mailto:tjm33@pitt.edu
mailto:mba13@pitt.edu
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Fun and Games! 

Contributed by Matt Barnes 

ACROSS 

1               Montelukast 

2               Olanzapine 

4               Duloxetine 

5               Sildenafil 

7               Aripiprazole 

9               Modafinil 

10              Tiotropium 

13              Levofloxacin 

16              Memantine 

18              Atorvastatin 

19              Pregabalin 

20              Atazanavir 

21              Ziprasidone 

22              Esomeprazole 

DOWN 

1               Quetiapine 

2               Ezetimibe 

3               Pioglitazone 

6               Valacyclovir 

8               Sitagliptin 

9               Lansoprazole 

11              Clopidogrel 

12              Tamsulosin 

14              Enoxaparin 

15              Lisdexamfetamine 

17              Valsartan  

Can you get the brand name for these drugs still on patent? 

Pharmacist level - All 25 

P4 level - 21 to 24 

P3 level - 17 to 20 

P2 level - 12 to 16 

P1 level - 6 to 11 

"Have you ever set foot inside a pharmacy?" level - 5 or less: 

Can You Match These Professors with their 

Alma Mater? 

Professors: 

1. Dr. Alvin 

2. Dr. Day 

3. Dr. Venkat 

4. Dr. Nolin   

5. Dr. Kirillova 

6. Dr. Vollmer 

7. Dr. Schiff 

8. Mr. Swanson 

9. Dr. Schonder 

10. Dean Kroboth 

 

Schools: 

A. Moscow State Univer-

sity 

B. Oklahoma City Univer-

sity 

C. University at Buffalo 

D. University of Iowa 

E. Allegheny College 

F. University of Connecti-

cut 

G. Duquesne University 

H. Ohio State University 

I. Saint Vincent College 

J. University of Madras 

  

Answers: 1-E, 2-B, 3-J, 4-F, 5-A, 6-I, 7-H, 8-D, 9-G, 10-C 


